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Second : Insist upon an independent government for 
Cuba, and give no encouragement to the project for an- 
nexation. 

Third : Abandon the Spanish islands of the Pacific with- 
out controversy, debate or negotiations with anyone. 

To some, to many, perhaps, the policy that I commend, 
may seem insignificant when compared with the perma- 
nent possession of all the islands on which our flag has 
been set up. 

I have not been influenced by the circumstance that 
our flag has been set up in foreign lands as evidence of 
temporary possession gained by force and to be held by 
force. Conquests in war are temporary until jurisdiction 
is recognized by the losing party. The flag as a symbol 
of established right, follows legal recognized jurisdiction. 
There can be no dishonor in the abandonment of the 
Philippine islands. The sovereignty has never been in us. 

If it be charged that I am reduciug our acquisitions to 
the minimum quantity, then I admit the justice of the 
charge. Such has been my purpose. Every acquisition in 
the tropics is freighted with misfortunes for the country. 
As we diminish the extent of these acquisitions we lessen 
the sum or moderate the intensity of our misfortunes. 



The Final Touchstone as to War. 

BY HENRY WOOD. 

While the phenomenon of war is visible and objective, 
war itself is entirely within the mind of man. The ac- 
tion of armies and navies commonly called war is only 
war's outward expression. The latter is secondary. 
When collective passion rises to such a pressure as to 
find embodiment in fitting instruments, the visible signs 
are named war. But the term is applied to a symptom 
rather than to the disease. The real culprit hides him- 
self beneath a great pile of rubbish. While the meta- 
physical philosophy inculcates only a recognition of the 
good, war is the dominant recognition of evil. 

We are now prepared to take what may seem a bold 
step, and affirm that the greatest harmfulness of war 
does not consist in its material desolating touch, the 
bitterness of pain, the tragedy of wounds, the carnage 
of battle, nor the accompanying harvest of disease. 
Terrible and revolting as these concomitants appear to 
us, the monster which overtops them all is the great tidal 
wave of collective hatred. This is behind all bullets and 
shells, and all fuses are ignited by its heat. Among the 
millions of a great nation which is in the throes of strife, 
not one in a hundred loses life or limb in battle, while 
the deadly spirit of destructive antagonism rankles in 
the national heart, to its utmost territorial limits. Con- 
sciously or unconsciously, all are immersed in a great 
psychical sea of hatred, and, aside from actual com- 
batants, the one and absorbing impulse towards the other 
millions is destruction. The more complete such de- 
struction the greater the rejoicing. The passion becomes 
so general and consuming that it might truly be diag- 
nosed as a sweeping and collective monomania. Any 
normal and true sanity must include a measure of love 
and sympathy towards every other human brother, of 
whatever race or name. Any so called patriotism or re- 
ligion which limits this outflow to national boundaries is 
a sham and a deception. A true evolutionary or even 
humanitarian view shows that nationality is but artificial. 
The race is nothing less than a solidarity. 



Hatred is more disintegrating to its subjective pos- 
sessor than to its assumed objective. Its blight begins 
at the core. It glories in the destruction of thousands 
of innocent men when they happen to be on the "other 
side." From its very nature, enmity dwarfs the soul and 
stunts every normal and wholesome impulse towards 
growth in virtue and Godlikenesa. The judgment of 
wholesale brute force is blind, and has no guarantee of 
justice. Even if war seem to have a righteous excuse, 
its corrupting character is inherent and indelible. Human 
brotherhood, love and unity are so deeply engraven as 
normal in the constitution of man, that a reversal of 
them is not only abnormal, but positively deadly. The 
Sermon on the Mount, with its injunction, "Love your 
Enemies," is so vitally a part of man's life that its vio- 
lation, so long as it continues, constitutes "the unpar- 
donable sin." The very nature of the case determines 
it. That peculiar "sin" is not an act, but a condition. 
"God is Love," and his nature is the economy of the 
cosmos. Even the "stars in their courses" turn against 
him who tramples upon universal law. War is often 
more dangerous to the victorious than the defeated na- 
tion. Its "flaming sword" turns every way. To violate 
the basic principles of one's being is to invite subjective 
penalty, until amid the bitter dregs of an unnecessary 
and dearly-bought object-lesson one in the last, desperate 
extremity "comes to himself." 

While we will not aver, a9 some one has vividly de- 
picted, that the invisible forms, or astral bodies, of those 
who pass out amid the strife of the battle-field continue 
the destruction in which they are so absorbed — hardly 
aware of the loss of their cruder shapes — yet what a 
boundless contrast between such a removal and a transi- 
tion which is in any degree ideal. What confusion ! 
What darkness ! What a psychical obsession by the 
demon of destruction ! 

But the war system is drawing near to its end. Moral, 
ethical, and even political differences among nations are 
soon to be adjusted by ideals of right rather than by 
brute force. Through the merciful and beneficent prog- 
ress of spiritual evolution, the countless multitude of 
souls which in the past has been ushered into the unseen, 
quivering with convulsive struggles, and fresh from the 
fields of conflict, is not to be duplicated in the future. 

The keynote of the great Christian ideal as expressed 
by the "Heavenly Host" was, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace and goodwill towards men." 
However we may differ regarding the degree of literalism 
or symbolism involved in the song Celestial, there can be 
no difference of opinion as to the principle declared, or 
that it enunciates the rule through which man's highest 
development is to be worked out. The final touchstone 
by which every objective institution, system or phenome- 
non must be judged may be summed up in the question, 
Is it based upon love and goodwill ? These form the all- 
inclusive, human ideal. Whether on this or the next 
plane of existence, it is the only possible creator of that 
condition of harmony called heaven. It is progress up- 
ward and onward. Every war is an evolutionary turning 
backward, a bringing of the brute again to the front. 

All differences of less than an international magnitude 
have been conventionally provided for, and vengeance, 
even so-called righteous vengeance, has beenoutlawed and 
constituted a crime. When the evolutionary step from the 
brute to man was taken, a large residuum of the former was 
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brought over. The new veneer, though very apparent, 
was yet very thin. The working unit was the individual, 
there was belligerency toward everything beyond. Slowly 
the limit extended so as to include the family, and step 
by step, to take in the clan and the tribe, and it has now 
reached the nation. Here we are still lodged. Patriot- 
ism is yet construed to be, regard for those within the 
national limit, with an inferred and illy concealed jeal- 
ousy and antagonism towards all outside. Politics, 
ethics, poetry, fiction. and literature with practical una- 
nimity are here encamped. When will they move on? 
When will all humanity be practically included? So soon 
as the whole family of man is seen to be an organism. 
In the past it has seemed to be but a mass of disconnected 
and even antagonistic elements. The highest good of 
each was supposed to be included only in itself. But the 
dawn of the great truth, that Humanity is One, cannot 
much longer be postponed. 

What an utter inversion of all logic to give relatively 
small crimes repulsive names, while that on the most 
gigantic scale is counted, not only excusable, but laudably 
patriotic and even glorious. The rising of the war spirit 
into overt activity is rarely the result of any deliberate 
and well-reasoned purpose, but rather of a general cumu- 
lative and contagious passion. The principles of the 
Sermon on the Mount are not only designed for practical 
use, but are positively scientific. William Penn and his 
associates put them into actual demonstration. They 
lived in the midst of ten powerful and barbarous Indian 
tribes, with no military defence whatever. They were 
armed, though without visible weapons, and were strong 
with unseen strength. But as the brute still depends, 
both for defence and aggression, upon its horns, claws or 
beak, so men put their trust in armies and navies, giving 
little heed to the compelling force of moral ideals. Nearly 
all wars have come, not from a dispute as to any vital 
principle, but from racial or religious prejudice, personal or 
party ambition, selfish hunger for territory, or a lawless 
antagonism falsely labeled patriotism. There are plenty 
of plausible excuses, but it is mainly through such inci- 
dents or weaknesses that passion assumes the character 
of a tidal wave, and a nation is swept into that wholesale de- 
structive spirit whose outward manifestation is called war. 

Millions who would scorn to play the bully in any 
lesser relations will applaud themselves for doing it on 
an international scale. If at the outset of a conflict 
there are misgivings or objections among the more 
thoughtful majority, they are swept away by a loud 
and aggressive minority, and by a well-known psycho- 
logical process the movement soon carries all before it. 
While there has been no ethical change in reality, that 
which seemed unnecessary and unholy becomes righteous. 
On the surface every war is undertaken for some justi- 
fiable and beneficent purpose. But were it possible to 
eliminate all the elements of selfishness, personal and 
collective ambition and military glory, subtly present in 
multiform combination, what would be left? 

But as a wholesome optimism shows that good comes 
out of evil, may not war be justified upon such a principle ? 
It is really a question of how dearly good shall be pur- 
chased. So long as men insist upon paying a very high 
price for what may be had for the asking, war will have 
a negative utility. There are some things which each 
generation insists upon learning through bitter experi- 



ence. One advantage in this is that the knowledge 
gained is very thorough. To drive out a lesser evil by 
means of the sum of all evils is revolutionary rather than 
evolutionary ; nevertheless the purpose is often accom- 
plished. If " war is hell," it can never be desirable until, 
in a dire emergency, hell is needed as a medicament. 

During the prevalence of war the whole psychical atmos- 
phere is surcharged with ideas of destruction. Weapons, 
armaments, murderous inventions, sieges, charges and 
conquests are the staple mental pabulum. Every mind 
is filled with pictures of strife and carnage, and every- 
thing not pertaining to war is at a discount. Unless of 
the warlike variety, literature is flat, fiction dull, art 
insipid, history lifeless, and science tame. The enginery 
of war is all important. There is no glory but military 
glory, and no heroism but that of the sword. The 
glamor of the pomp and pageantry of war alone is brill- 
iant. The white-winged fleets of commerce are trans- 
muted into gigantic vehicles of death and destruction, 
The peaceful uprearing of decades is levelled in a day. 
and the slowly accumulated savings of a nation are squan- 
dered with a prodigal rapidity. Human life in all its phases 
is overshadowed by the dark cloud of wholesale slaughter. 
The gospel doctrine of non-resistance is unrecognized, 
and dependence is still centered upon carnal weapons. 

The future political ideal among nations is federation, 
but this can come only through a previous federation of 
heart and soul. We are members of one another, whether 
in smaller or larger combination. The world is materially 
tied together in many ways unknown in the past, but 
goodwill is the strongest and only normal bond. The 
weal of each is more and more the weal of all. Profound- 
ly viewed, there are no " diverse interests." Universal 
goodwill would usher in a veritable millennium — a 
kingdom of heaven upon earth. — From an article in the 
" Journal of Practical Metaphysics." 

Patriotism. 

BY MART A. HALEY. 

What is the meaning of this inspiring word patriotism, 
of which we hear so much in these troubled times ? The 
word itself is found in the Greek, Latin and other lan- 
guages and relates to something" founded by our fathers," 
so that country and father were almost synonymous. In 
some cases they were really so, as in the early Greek his- 
tory, when a father died the state adopted the child and 
instead of one father he had a hundred. In later days 
patriotism is defined as the love of country. All 
emotions of love or hatred must find expression. What 
is the best way to express our love of our country? 
Is it in raising flags from tower, house-top and lib- 
erty poles, accompanied by bands of music and speeches 
from fire-eating orators? Is it to fasten little flags to our 
dining-tables while we feast on food branded with mottoes 
of vengeance ? Is it to wear the national colors in soiled 
and crumpled neckties and hair ribbons till the whole 
world seems " one mingled flood of flame and light?" 

If our neighbor prefers to keep his property unadorned, 
are the nation's interests advanced by the act of the pa- 
triots who paint his dwelling with the standard colors, 
and plant his lawn with tissue paper flowers in red, white 
and blue? This is done by the same patriots who shoot 
and burn each other every Fourth of July. Do any of 
these things show love of country ? Do they not rather 



